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JOHN REYNOLDS. 



By Jessie McHany, A. B., University of Illinois, 1911. 
CHAPTER I. 

The Passing op the Frontier in Illinois. 

In the first half of the nineteenth century when the 
great wave of immigration swept westward, at first from 
the southern and eastern states of the Union, but later 
trcm far off Ireland and Germany, Illinois received her 
share. From among the great heterogeneous mass of hu- 
manity which came, there arose leaders who were able to 
guide the destiny of the great state whose oiqM>rtunities 
they had come to enjoy. The careers of some of these 
lei^ers, because of their long continued influence, form 
iiaportant chapters in BHnois history. Among this class, 
John Beynolds is perhaps unsurpassed for he was asso- 
ciate justice of the Supreme Court of the State, legisla- 
tor, governor and congressman, this whole period of ser- 
vice aggregating twenty-five years. Since he was a man 
interested and instrumental in the social, economic and 
political development of the State, an insight into his 
activities reveals, at least, certain important phases of 
Blinois development. 

In 1818 when John Beynolds secured his first public 
office,^ associate justice of the Supreme Court of Blinois, 
the State was still a frontier region. It had mad€^ only 
a ppiere beginning toward becoming a settled commiunity. 
Immigrants had not flocked to it as they had to Kentucky 
and Ohio.^ The two decades previous to 1818, however, 
had done much for the future of the State. In 1800 the 
lack of an efficiently organized government, doubtful 

1 Reynolds, My Own Times, 211. 

2 Census, 1800: III., 2,458; Ohio, 45,363; Ky., 220,955. 
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land titles^ Indian troubles^ the unsettled status of 
slavery ;• and even the very prairie* nature of the country 
seemed to divert immigration into other channels. Be- 
fore 1818 the perplexing questions of land titles had been 
cleared up, and lands opened up for sale;' and closely 
allied to this was the securing of the extinguishment of 
Lidian claims in a large part of the State. These and 
similar acts encouraged immigration and in 1818 Illinois 
was admitted into the Union as a state. During the years 
from 1800 to 1818 the population had increased from 
2^458 to about 40,000;* an indication of the ri^pid growth 
of the coming years. 

In 1818 the settlemients which had been made, were to 
be found chiefly in the southern part of the State, and 
even there they were confined for the nHost part to the 
margins of the largest rivers.^ The most of the State 
was still a wilderness. Fifteen counties had been formed 
and twelve of them occupied only about one-fifth of the 
State.* The whole northern section was divided into 
three large counties, Madison, Bond and Crawford, and 
was for the most part unoccupied except for a few scat- 
tered settlements along the banks of the largest rivers. 
By 1819 Shawneetown, Carmi, Cairo, EdwardsviUe 
and Belleville had been incorporated as cities, and 
the incorporation of Alton and Vandalia two years later 
indicated the movemtot of population up the Mississippi 
and Kaskaskia rivers.* These were not large cities to 
be sure, but they mark the advance of the frontier north- 
ward. 

These settlements, confined so largely to the southern 
part of the State were, for the most part, made up of 
immigrants from the southern states. There was only 

s Ind. Hist Soc. Pab. II., 455. 

4 Ibid, 485. 

s Public Land I., 741. 

• Reynolds, My Own Times, 209. 
7 Reynolds, My Own Times, 176. 

• Blue Book, 1905, p. 407. 

9 Blue Book, 1905, p. 439, et seq. 



an occasional settler from New England, and the foreign 
element was very small. The French influence which 
had been predominant np to the last of the previous cen- 
tury was becoming lost in the American.** The French 
who had remained in Illinois until this time were not 
of the better class and so had little influence/* 

A list of one hundred and six settlers who came to St. 
Clair and Eandolph counties during the period from 
1800 to 1818 compiled from the county histories which 
is probably as representative of the settlers of the period 
as any list that can be obtained, shows the source of the 
immigration. Of the one hundred and six, thirty per cent 
camie from Kentucky, twentyrseven from South Carolina; 
and about eight per cent each from Pennsylvania, Vir- 
ginia and Tennessee. Since Kentucky was the gateway 
to other regions, her larger per cent is accounted for by 
immigrants giving their last stopping place as their 
home. There were probably only a few settlers from 
New England. Only the nativity of those who became 
leaders as John M. Peck, from Connecticut, John Messin- 
ger, of Vermont, and Elias K. Kane, from New York/* 
are shown. There was no doubt an occasional family 
from New England such as that at Collinsville in Madi- 
son county, opposite St. Louis, where the three Collins 
brothers from Litchfield, Connecticut, located in 1817.^* 
Among the foreign immigrants there is record of a few 

10 Reynolds says, there were about 800 Americans in Illinois in 1800, 
which is probably not far from, correct. (My Own Times, 32.) A 
petition written in 1800 by the inhabitants of St Clair and Randolph 
counties in regard to slavery contains twenty Bnglish names out of 
a total of one hundred and twenty-six. (Indiana Hist Soc. Pub. IL, 
465.) A similar memorial written in 1806 contains one hundred 
seventy-two American names out of three hundred and fifty. Thus 
the Americans were rapidly increasing. (Ibid, p. 483.) A list of 
marriages solemnized in Randolph county from 1809 to 1811 is given 
and of this list not more than nine or ten per cent are BYench. 
(Randolph Co. Hist., 112.) The list of members in the General 
Assembly in 1812 shows how supreme American Influence had be- 
come. (Ills. H. C. Vol. in., 86). 

iiAlvord, Cahokla Records, I. H. C, V. Intro. 

12 Bateman & Selby, Hist Bncp. of Illinois. 

IS Mathews, £2zpansion of New England, 206. 
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Germans in Illinois prior to 1818." Two or three Ger- 
man names appear in Cahokia. There were also some 
G^ermans in St. Clair county. As early as 1816 a number 
of Swiss families under the leadership of Leonhard 
Steiner were settled in that county and gave the name 
of *^ Dutch HilP^ to their locality. The English settle- 
ment in Edwards county also had its origin in this early 
period. It was lead by Birkbeck and Flower and many 
were persuaded to come from England and find new 
homes in Illinois.^* 

These settlers who came into this great western region 
with all its varied resources, were men of widely different 
interests and motives. There were some who camte 
merely for the love of change/' or because they loved the 
freedom and danger of the frontier better than the re- 
strictions of the more settled areas. Others had found 
the older states yielded them only a scanty living and 
came to Illinois to ^^ secure a larger settlement of land 
than they could ever hope to secure*' in the east.*^ Un- 
pleasant social and political relations from which men 
sought to escape, were in existence in some of the older 
commlunities. This was particularly true in foreign 
lands, and the English troubled by economic conditions 
at home sought relief by immigration to Edwards 
county.^* There were also certain districts in America, 
as the uplands of South Carolina where disturbing social 
relations existed.** Settlers came to Illinois to escape 
from the social ostracism imposed on the lower classes 
by the aristocratic land holders of that section. But 
Illinois offered opportunities for men of a more distin- 
guished dass. There were men of education and ability 
who sought the west because of the great possibilities it 

14 Faust, German EHement, 457-8. 

i» Flower's Lettersi, In Thwaite's Early Western Travels, X., 91. 
i« Wood's BngUsh Prairie in n>id, 310. 
17 Amer. State Papers, Public Lands, I., 266. 
!• Sparks, Eng. Set. in Illinois. 

!• Schaper, "Sectionalism and Rep. in S. Car." In Amer. Hist. Assn. 
Report 1900, p. 219. 
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afforded for political leadership. Elias K. Kane of New 
York and Jesse B. Thomas were men of this type." 
However, there were opportunities in other fields than 
politics. Men like Peck imbued with the missionary 
spirit came to the State to become the founders of 
churches and schools, an indication of the advancing 
civilization.^^ Although in 1818 Illinois was still a fron- 
tier region in the number and character of its settlers, 
more than a beginning had been made toward its develop- 
ment. The next ten years brought great changes. 

While in 1830 there were still numerous examples of 
all the inconveniences of frontier life, mlich of the old 
roughness had worn off.^^ There were still Indian 
troubles, lands held without titles, unbridged streams, 
and regions far from any market, but they did not exist 
in all parts of the State. Much had been done during the 
previous decade to free the State from such troubles. 
The Indians had been pushed northward until for the 
most part their lands were above a line drawn due west 
from the southern end of Iiake Michigan. A treaty in 
1819 with the Kickapoo Indians had secured much of 
this.*' By 1832 the United States entered into a treatv 
with all the various tribes in the northern section to give 
up all their claims in Illinois ; but the Indian problem* was 
not settled until after the Black Hawk War. There was 
also a dawning of an easier mode of communication : two 
steamboats were plying on the Illinois river as far as 
Peoria** and rates up stream were about as cheap as 
those down." As a result of these improvements the 
whole character of the State seemed better. 

Social conditions had also undergone a change. The 
frontier mode of dress had almost disappeared before 

20 Bateman and Selby, Hist. EUicyclopedia of Ul. 

21 Reynolds, My Own Times, 429. 
22Boggess, Settlement of HI., 170. 

28 Indian Laws & Treaties, 345; 349; 372. 

2* Ford, Hist, of m.. 96. 

2SBoggess, Settlement of Ulinois, 163. 
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1830.^* The **raccoon-skiii cap, linsey hunting-shirt, 
buckskin breeches and moccasins" were rarely to be 
seen. They had given place to the cloth coat, a hat of 
wool or fur, and boots or shoes. With these changes in 
dress had come advances along lines of education.^^ The 
problem of education by State aid was taken up in 1825 
and although the provision of taxation for their support 
was repealed in 1829 as not being in accord with public 
sentimient its very consideration showed that education 
>iad friends and a future before it. By 1830 two sem- 
inaries had been founded in the State; that of Eock 
Springs established in 1827 by the Baptists under the 
leadership of Peck,** and McKendree College estab- 
lished the following year by the Methodists.*' Thus by 
1830 Illinois was gradually losing its frontier character 
and increasing in opportunities and attractiveness. 

This great change in the character of the State was 
only possible because of the large immigration of this 
period. By 1830 the population had increased to 
157,445.*® Fifty counties had been formed, showing a 
large increase in the central and western sections.'* 
Nevertheless as late as 1830 settlers clung to the prairies 
adjoining the timbered tracts and consequently were still 
to be found pushing their way northward along the river 
valleys. Settlements had spread as far up the Illinois 
rivers as Peoria; with a few scattered along, often one 
himdred miles apart, farther up the river." The region 
of the Sangamon was found very favorable for settle- 
ment and rapidly filled up.'' The i)opulation had also 
followed up the course of the Mississippi. It was very 
sparse in places but it extended northward as far as 

26 Ford, Hist, of HI., 94. 

27 Boggess. Set of HI., 148. 

28 Reynolds, My Own Times, 429. 

29 Ibid, 431. 

30 U. S. Census, 1900. 

81 Blue Book, 1905, p. 422. 

32 Ford, Hist, of HI., 102. 

38 Reynolds, My Own Times, 237. 
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Galena, the center of the lead region.'* In 1830 Quincy 
had a population of two hundred and its very favorable 
situation for a landing place encouraged settlement in 
the rich agricultural district back of it." At the same 
time the eastern section of Illinois still had large sections 
unsettled, which was probably due to the apparent in- 
accessibility of the region.'* A broad tract of extensive 
prairies which scarcely afforded wood or water, seemed 
to the early settler to preclude a possibility of settlement. 
Two-thirds of the population in the whole eastern sec- 
tion was in Vermilion and Edgar counties in the Wabash 
river region." In the northeast Chicago had not yet d«- 
veloped; its population probably ranged anywhere from 
thirty to one hundred.'' Andreas in his history of Chi- 
cago publishes a list of thirty-two voters who cast their 
ballots in Chicago in 1830.'' Its growth came later. It 
is apparent that the settlement of the State was continu- 
ing to be made from the south and was gradually push- 
ing northward through the central part of the State with 
the river settlements in advance and the adjoining in- 
terior filling in as immigration increased. 

As Illinois settlement worked up from the south, natur- 
ally the majority of the settlers were from the southern 
states, and yet there was probably even as early as 1830 
a considerable per cent of men from the north. In 
Morgan county, which at that time was one of the river 
counties, there were twenty-five per cent not southerners 
if such a conclusion may be drawn from the list of three 
hundred and eleven settlers who came to the county be- 
fore 1835.*® Madison county also shows a number of 
immigrants from New England and the middle states.*^ 
Even on the Illinois and Mississippi rivers, how- 

84 Ford, 102. 

85 Pooley, Settlement of Illinois, 1830-50, p. 400. 
8« Pooley, Set. of 111.. 1830-50, 401. 

87 Boggess, Set. of 111., 163. 
38 Pooley, Set. of Illinois, 476. 
89 Andreas, Hist, of Chicago, 112. 
*oHist. of Morgan Co. 
41 Hist, of Madison Co., 103. 
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ever, the population was largely southern. Quinoy 
had a large number from Kentucky; and the Illinois river 
region," even as far as Peoria, had large numbers from 
Kentucky and Tennessee/* Although there were already 
some New Englanders, the great influx of population 
from that section, did not come until later.** It was also 
true that the foreign population up to 1830 was propor- 
tionately small as compared with that of later years- 
There were a few Germans and Irish who came chiefly 
to the cities which promised development. There arose 
also an English settlement in Edwards county and 
Englishmen were likewise scattered about in other parts 
of the State. It was at a later time, however, that the 
great flood of foreign immigration came. An analysis 
of the population in 1830 thus shows that although the 
larger proportion still remained southern there were in- 
dications of settlers from the northern states and from 
Europe who camie in vast numbers during the next twenty 
years. 

By the close of the two decades succeeding 1830, Illi- 
nois had lost many of its early frontier characteristics. 
Twenty years wrought many improvements. The 
troubles arising from the land titles and Indian depre- 
dations had given place to the questions of banks and 
the Mormon settlers. After passing through an age of 
wild speculation and its resulting reaction, the finances 
of the State had gradually resumed a settled condition. 
The most serious problems of transportation seemed 
solved by the introduction of steamers on the lakes and 
rivers. Railroads were not general, but a number were 
in progress of construction, by the year 1853.** Large 
numbers of new settlers came to change the character of 
the whole State, and originate that sectionalism, traces of 
which still exist today. 

42 Pooley, 440. 

*8 Ibid, 40O-1. 

44 Mathews, £2xpansion of New England, 207. 

4c Williams, Trav. Guide and Map. 
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The settlement after 1830 was largely in the northern 
section of the State. Large numbers of immigrants 
came after the Black Hawk war had made its great op- 
portunities known and the Erie canal had facilitated 
transportation from the east.*® The years 1833 to 1837 
were years of speculation and development but were 
followed by five years of depression, after which immi- 
gration again set in, in great numbers. By 1850 the 
population of the State was 847,524, an increase of four 
Imndred and thirty-eight per cent in twenty years.*^ 
The census, which is complete for that year, shows the 
distinctly new elements in the population. The large 
number of native born inhabitants, forty per cent, indi- 
cates the rapid development of the State. The immigra- 
tion was no longer in such immense proportions from the 
south. The New England and middle states surpass it 
in furnishing settlers. Eight per cent of the population 
of the State came from New York; seven and one-half 
from Ohio; and five and seven-tenths from Kentucky. 
That the foreign element had become a distinct feature in 
the population of 1850, is shown by the large per cent 
in the whole State and especially was this true in the 
cities. Thirteen per cent of the whole population was 
foreign bom.*' It came chiefly from Great Britain, Ire- 
land and Germany. One-fifth of the people of Chicago 
were of Irish descent, while there were nearly as 
many Germans.*® The largest part of the immigration 
was in the north. Of the cities which had 10,000 or miore 
population in 1900, Peoria, Quincy, Eockford, Blooming- 
ton and Rock Island were all incorporated in the decade 
from 1840 to 1850, and are all northern cities.*^® Chicago 
is an example of the most marvelous growth. While in 
1830 it had less than two hundred settlers, by 1850 its 

4« Mathews, Expansion of New England, 236. 

47 Census, 1850. 

48 Census, 1850. 

40 Seventeen per cent were Germans. 
eoBlue Book. 1905. 
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population numbered 29,375.*^ The greater part of the 
State was settled by 1850. It was only where there was 
a large expanse of prairie as in eastern Illinois or the 
Military Tract that settlers did not occupy the whole 
region, until assured of transportation by railroads. 

With a predominance of settlers from north of the 
Mason and Dixon line in northern Dlinois and men chiefly 
from the '^cotton states" in the southern part, was laid 
the basis of a certain sectionalism whose traces still 
exist. Central Illinois was the common ground where 
men from both sections intermingled. Governor Ford" 
had contrasted the two types of settlers. The southern 
settlers, he says, were ^*a good, honest, kind, hospitable 
people, ambitious of wealth and great lovers of ease and 
social enjoyment." They did not, as a class, represent 
the ^*more wealthy, enterprising, intellectual and culti- 
vated people from the slave states." In contrast, **The 
northern part of the State was settled in the first instance 
by wealthy farmers, enterprising merchants, millers and 
manufacturers. They mlade farms, built mills, churches, 
school houses, towns and cities; so that although the 
settlers in the southern part of the State are twenty, 
thirty, forty and fifty years in advance, on the score of 
age, yet are they ten years behind in point of wealth and 
all the appliances of a higher civilization. ' ' The northern 
section, with its more enterprising class of settlers grad- 
ually gained a dominance in the State and the leadership 
was no longer exclusively southern as it had been in pre- 
vious years. 

The new settlers brought in new elements of civiliza- 
tion. Schools and churches made more rapid advances. 
Keynolds says that in 1850 there were over one thousand 
churches in the State.** There were already a few men 
in the State who were beginning to take a pride in Illi- 
nois history. In 1844 the Historical and Antiquarian 

61 Census, 1850, p. 41. 
»2Pord, Hist of Hlinois, 280. 
68 Reynolds, My Own Times, 201. 
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Sodety of the State had been formed. There were a few 
men who even aspired to become men of letters. John 
M. Peck, Thomas Ford, Jamies Hall, and John Eeynolds 
had all written books before 1860. Governor Ford 
pointed ont in the history he wrote, **It must not be 
thought that the people of this new conntry had just 
sprung up ont of the ground with no advantages of edu- 
cation and society. They were nearly all of them from 
the old states, being often the most intelligent and enter- 
prising of their population.'* They were evidently an 
enterprising class of people and although they found 
many needs, and encountered many difficulties, they were 
proving equal to the occasion. 

Although the new elements in the population and the 
rapid growth of cities might seem to indicate a complete 
change in the character of the occupations of the State, 
such was not the case. Illinois was by nature an agricul- 
tural region, and such it remained. There were in 1850 
sixty-five per cent of its male inhabitants over fifteen 
years of age engaged in agriculture.*^* The improved 
farming conditions made better means of transportation 
necessary and railroads were chartered. By 1853 there 
had been constructed a road from Alton to Chicago and 
one from that city to Galena ; and a number of other roads 
were in construction.'* This was only a small part of the 
whole general scheme of improvement for the State. 

Such a general survey of the first fifty years of a 
rapidly developing frontier, must always show astonish- 
ing changes. Illinois suddenly found herself transf ormled 
as if by i^agic from a wilderness into a settled State with 
towns, cities and comfortable farm houses. Illinois of 
1818 and Illinois of 1850 were radically different. The 
influence of a closer communication with the east meant 
a change in the character of the people, and a resulting 
change in the problems of the State. The pioneer leaders 
had no small share in shaping the ends of this prairie 

M Census, 1860. 

»5 Williams, Trav. Guide, Map. 
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State. They made the laws which guided it through its 
economical and political difficulties; they laid the plans 
for its social development; and so directed its course 
that the best of men were attracted within its borders. 
The results seem to have justified the course of these 
early Illinois statesmen and reflect credit upon such as 
can claim a share in shaping the early history of the 
State. Although the influence of these first statesmen 
seemed to wane with the passing of frontier conditions, 
and a new generation of leaders like Lincoln and Douglas 
came into control, what the first men did as pioneers was 
none the less important because it seemed to be over- 
shadowed by the greater work whic^ followed it. 
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CHAPTEE 11. 
John Eeynolds. 

** There is a good deal of human nature in people" and 
naturally John Reynolds closely rcsemibled the men of 
his times and of all times. He was a westerner when that 
section of the country was awakening to its possibilities. 
He lived in an age of democracy when men were swept 
into the raging whirl of the pursuit of power. Political 
power rather than a love of wealth appealed to him and 
he became a typical politician of his age. He differed 
from other politicians of his time in degree rather than in 
kind. His career is the career of many except that it 
extends over a longer period of time than that of most 
men, and includes more varied fields of activity. 

John Reynolds was a westerner. He was such from 
his early childhood. His parents caught sight of ^'the 
dim outline of a mountain summit across the ocean" and 
determined to change their fortunes in Ireland for the 
greater promises of America. They had come to Penn- 
sylvania in 1785 where three years later John Reynolds 
was bom. As was the case with many others, they were 
allured by opportunities in the vast stretches of unculti- 
vated lands beyond the AUeghanies, and left the east 
for Tennessee. But that state was only the gateway to 
the west, and by the year 1800, the Reynolds family was 
again seeking a new home, this time one that was to b« 
permanent. They found it in Illinois in the Kaskaskia 
region. 

As a child of twelve years of age, John Reynolds as- 
sisted his parents in cutting a way through fallen trees, 
and in rafting streams from Lusk's ferry, where Gol- 
conda now stands, up through Illinois to Kaskaskia. A 
trip which lasted four long weeks. Finally a site for 
their home was selected two and one-half miles east of 
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Kaskaskia and John Eejoiolds says, ''We made mathe- 
matically, the seventh family in the colony."^* The first 
impression of that wild unsettled region lingered in the 
memory of John Eeynolds and in *^My Own Times'' he 
says, ''it was so strange and nncouth to us, that if we 
had been landed on another planet we would not have 
been more surprised." 

Being the son of one of the earliest pioneers of the 
Kaskaskia region was no coveted privilege. It meant 
work, privation and few pleasures. The comforts of 
civilization had been left behind, and the business of 
western life was to fell trees, to clear and cultivate lands. 
The humble homes of these settlers were built amongst 
the tall prairie grasses in which wolves and other wild 
creatures prowled nightly. Surrounded by danger and 
spurred on by the necessity of earning a livelihood this 
family with many others learned the hardships of pioneer 
life. But hardships often prove * 'blessings in disguise," 
and so these gave an opportunity for the fullest develop- 
ment of energy and independence inherent in the lives 
of these men whose very pleasures were mingled with 
work. 

While life on the frontier was fitted to develop a strong, 
energetic type of men, there was laclring in it many of the 
cultural influences of the east. Life in the west meant 
association with men of the frontier type, many of whom 
were accustomed to living on salt pork, combread and 
whiskey as a daily fare. It meant association with those 
who enjoyed the more primitive pleasures of fighting and 
gambling. On the whole there was little refinement or 
convention in the early settlers' homes. Their sterner 
qualities had been developed by experiences which had 
a tendency to blunt their finer sensibilities. They had 
nevertheless, a spirit of sociability and helpfulness which 
tended to develop within them the broader ideals of 
honesty, integrity and kindness of heart even though the 

»« Reynolds, My Own Times, 31. 
67 Ibid., 30. 
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finer distinctions of those virtues were unrealized. Such 
was the community where John Eeynolds spent the early 
years of his life — the western frontier, a place which 
had so great an influence on his character. Had John 
Eeynolds lived in a different age, in a different environ- 
ment, his career would have been impossible. He was a 
man of his times. The frontier life, more than any other 
could have been, was conducive to the development of 
such traits within him that he has been called the ''most 
interesting character of early Illinois history. ''" He 
was a democrat in a democratic community. There was 
little prestige from old family records among Illinois set- 
tlers ; and sufficient time had not elapsed to establish an 
aristocracy based on wealth. Many had come to avoid the 
presence of wealth and social distinctions in the older 
states and felt no desire for them in their new homes. 
Their ideal was freedom and equal advantages for all. 
Like the men with whom he associated, John Reynolds 
was a democrat. He mingled with the people, knew them 
and trusted them. Gillespie said of him, *'To him the 
voice of people is the voice of God.*' His Irish lineage 
gave him affability of nature which found a fertile soil 
in which to flourish in a democracy; and which became a 
first class attribute for a politician of his time. Governor 
Ford in his BQstory of Illinois has very aptly described 
the character of the political leaders of his age.** 

''The great prevailing principle upon which each 
party acted in selecting candidates for office was to 
get popular men. Men who had made themselves 
agreeable to the people by a continual show of friend- 
ship and condescension; men who were loved for 
their gaiety, cheerfulness, apparent goodness of 
heart and agreeable manners. '' 
So nearly does this coincide with the description of 
John Eeynolds that Governor Ford might well have had 



58 Scott, Supreme Court of Illinois. 

59 Ford, Hist, of niinois, 282. 
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him in mind when he wrote it. John Reynolds himiself 
knew that he possessed these political talents and he was 
proud of the fact. He said in regard to his relations 
with the people:^® 

^'I was myself, tolerably well informed in the 
science of electioneering with the masses. I was 
raised with the people of the State and was literally 
one of them. We always acted together and our 
common instincts, feelings, and interests were the 
same. " * * * I was and am yet, one of the people, and 
every pulsation of our hearts beats in unison." 
This attitude marked him as one who could enjoy elec- 
tioneering. In a state where newspapers were almost 
unknown except in a few of the larger towns, and where 
all means of communication was deficient, it was neces- 
sary for office seekers to come in personal touch with 
the people. Before an election he was engaged for 
months visiting the different sections of the State. In 1829, 
as a candidate for governor of the State, he was engaged 
in a most active campaign of electioneering which lasted 
for more than a year. The letters which he wrote to 
Governor Edwards at that time, bespeak the wonderful 
energy he expended in permitting no section to be un- 
solicited.®' At one time he was making a trip through 
eastern Illinois in the counties of White and Vennilion ; 
with a return through Shelby and Montgomery where 
he found the settlers were ^'new and strange to one an- 
other," and 'Hhat there was little said on the subject by 
the common people." At another time he records a tour 
of thirty-six days through the Wabash county region. 
He was ever alert for the least sign of opposition or 
wavering in support, and was always ready with a 
remedy. If he received a hearty welcome, he wrote to his 
friends, *' There is an immense current against Kinney 
here. He will never be able to stem it." If he could feel 
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a lack of enthusiasm it must be told likewise.'^ ' ' I passed 
through Ferguson's Settlement or Silver Creek and find 
them halting and doubting more than I expected. '^ As 
he could feel the reason for their lukewarm feeling, so 
he knew how to engender a warmth of enthusiasm in 
them. Perhaps the democrats of Gallatin county re- 
quired a hand bill to convince them that he was not an 
** Adam's man;" or it may have been only a letter was 
needed from Governor Edwards to conciliate some doubt- 
ful voter. 

During his campaigns his trips from one place to an- 
other were made on horseback and he says while he was 
canvassing for the governorship he wore out two horses 
and he himself was worn down to skin and bones. Such 
a course would have been altogether impossible for a 
man without an abundance of energy and a familiarity 
with strenuous exertions. Perhaps a story which was 
told about him during this canvass will best show the 
vigor with which he pursued mien. One evening just at 
dusk when he was passing by a cornfield he saw a figure, 
'Hhe effigy of a man," and approached it with his usual 
patronizing manner. '^How are you? How are you, my 
friend? Won't you take some of my hand bills to dis- 
tribute?" But to his amazement, it proved to be not a 
man at all, but a scare-crow. "•^ 

By actually visiting all the various sections of the 
State he managed to make many friends. He met all 
men on terms of familiarity. He was called **The Old 
Ranger" and was very proud of that title. It is said 
he had become so well-known by that sobriquet that if a 
letter bearing it had been dropped into any post office in 
the State it would have gone straight to Governor Rey- 
nolds at Belleville. He was well-known and he was popu- 
lar. He mingled with the people in a way which gained 
many friends and convinced men of his democratic feel- 

«2 Reynolds, My Own Times, 296. 
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ings, and that in a conminnity which prided itself in its 
independence, gave a strong supporting beam to his 
popularity. 
Judge Scott says :** 

^'His specialty was as a friend of the people. In 
the matter of playing the demagogue before the 
people he was great. He had no equal in that re- 
spect. Some of his opponents had equal disposition 
to play the demagogue, but they had not the ability 
to make it a success. In the hands of Governor 
Eeynolds it had a charm that made it a splendid 
agency in the aid of his political aspirations. It had 
such a fascination when employed by him, it became 
respectable in the eyes of many who held it in de- 
testation when attempted to be practiced by others. 
With him demagogism was a natural endowment 
equivalent to genius of a high order and by it and 
through it he achieved greatness. *' 
Perhaps this spirit seemed more respectable in him, 
since it was more natural to him. Men felt a sincerity in 
his actions. He was a man who had met experiences 
similar to those of the people, who had felt needs identi- 
cal to theirs. He felt no repugnance when mingling with 
the crowd. He felt they appreciated him and he enjoyed 
their favor. By an energetic personal canvass of the 
voters, which was both possible and effective in a fron- 
tier community, and in which John Eeynolds was emi- 
nently successful, his career was possible. 

John Reynolds did not possess that personal mag- 
netism which marks a great leader. Forquer expressed 
this lack of one of the qualities of leadership in him when 
he was reviewing the i>olitical situation in 1830 in a letter 
to Governor Edwards. He says, **He does not seem to 
mle to be the kind of a man to provoke the admiration 
of the crowd in times of heated party struggles. He is too 
timid, whilst his enemies are daring, defying and manly; 

«4 Scott, 111. Supreme Court, 172. 
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qualities that are always admired by the populace in pro- 
portion as they are ignorant, for their passion, and not 
sense governs them."**^ He failed to strike out boldly 
and independently in the political arena. He chose 
rather to pursue a course mid-way between two extremes, 
to advocate tried and safe policies. In 1830, when a can- 
didate for governor, he was in the conservative wing of 
the Jackson party. He says, '*I would not be used in the 
unreasonable and ultra work that many of the Jackson 
party wanted to pursue at that day. Our opponents 
entertained the ultra, rabid, proscribing spirit while we 
were more calm and conservative.^' For this reason he 
was called the **milk and cider '* candidate and as a re- 
sult of his opposition to the radical demlocratic party 
gained many votes from men who became Whigs. He 
evidently prided himself in his fair-mindedness but it 
approaches the truth more nearly to say he was ^ liberal 
in non-essentials, '' for he had certain principles which 
he maintained with a stubborn tenacity. As a matter of 
policy, he never condescended to abuse his political op- 
ponent and so gave the impression of perfect fairness 
and saneness. Although he was the head of a very eflfec- 
tive political machine, according to his own writing, yet 
he says,** **at no time did I say ought against my op- 
ponent; but on the contrary spoke well of him as I had 
reason to do. I said that he was a natural great man 
and that the abusive handbills teeming against him were 
wrong and that I never circulated one, which was the 
truth. I observed that my friends were as free to act 
as I was in the canvass, although I did not sanction these 
malignant circulars ; yet I could not restrain them. This 
conciliatory course gained me votes. ' ' He seemed always 
to emphasize the good will which should exist between 
members of the two political parties. His speeches were 
usually prefaced by a conciliatory paragraph, condemm- 
ing ^'the violence and rancor we often witness in these 
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party discussions" and insisting that **each party is 
composed of American citizens and have equally the good 
of their common comitry in charge/'®^ This attitude 
to political opponents gave the impression that he could 
see other men's view-points and appealed to those who 
were in quest of a safe and sane representative. A good 
representative he was, but he was not a great leader, for 
he did not have the genius of a leader. 

John Eeynolds was not a great orator although he 
developed a fair ability at speech making. As a lawyer 
he was never very successful and this was probably due 
in a large measure to his inability to make a speech well. 
His first attempt at *^ stump-speaking,'' as he terms it, 
was in 1829, when it becamie a necessity if he were to 
succeed in the gubernatorial contest. He says,** ^'I was 
persuaded to mount the stump; as the people expected 
it, I did not like it. I made rather a clumsy performance 
as I considered it to be." No doubt it was a ** clumsy 
performance" when he bore that recollection of it for 
twenty years. His ability probably increased with prac- 
tice and he became quite a master hand in making short 
popular addresses. He was the one chosen to make the 
eulogy in memory of Governor Ford at a meeting held in 
Belleville, after his death f^ and again he made a fitting 
address upon the death of Colonel Johnson^® of Ken- 
tucky, at a similar assembly. According to contemporan- 
eous newspapers he was present at many meetings of 
local interests and usually took an active part in discus- 
sion, which made his ideas whether on railroads or poli- 
tics, known to his constituents. 

As a member of Congi-ess or of the legislature he was 
also an active speaker. His addresses, such as are pre- 
served, show a certain tact and diplomacy which bespeak 
a mind of keen perceptions. He knew well how to flatter 
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his listeners. In an address on the Cumberland road 
delivered before Congress in 1836, in a very flattering 
introduction, he remarked :^^ ''Saint Paul said he was 
'happy to have the privilege to address a judge who was 
learned in all the laws and customs of the Jews/ So do 
'I think myself happy' to have the honor to present this 
subject before an assembly that are intelligent and 
learned in the laws and constitution of their country. '* 
He was able to sound the sentiment of his constituents 
or his audience and give them what they wished. He was 
inclined to make his addresses general rather than 
specific. His promise to voters was most often similar 
to this one:" "I am happy in the reflection, that I have 
aJways supported those principles of equality, which 
secure to every citizen all his privileges and rights, under 
our constitution, and it will be a pleasure to me to con- 
tinue to support those principles." Some of his ad- 
dresses in Congress were very long and often strangely 
lacking in unity. His address on the "Civil and Diplo- 
matic Appropriation Bill" is very characteristic.''' In 
the introduction to his address he warned his listeners 
that he intended to wander far afield. "I will on this 
occasion,'' he began, "though in a very humble manner, 
enter the prairie of political discussion in the committee 
of the whole and pursue the course that may be my own 
choice. I wall do this without giving to the subject be- 
fore the committee the least consideration whatever." 
With this introduction he began a review of the general 
political situation, turning from that to one of his fa- 
vorite themes, the origin of the Democratic party in the 
old Jeffersonian-Eepublicans, and speaking on and on, 
not forgetting any subjects that were of perennial inter- 
est to him. The speeches which he made in Congress, 
however, were not of far reaching influence. He was 
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somewhat disappointed in his influence. He reviewed 
the situation thus : 

''I entered this Congressional career with a de- 
termination to perform all I was able for my con- 
stituents, and I presumed it would be a good deal. 
I had been in the habit of effecting many measures 
in Illinois, and I sincerely believed I would be able to 
do the same in Congress. I thought some measures 
were so manifestly right and just — such as reducing 
the price of the public lands, obtaining appropria- 
tions to improve rivers, and the like — ^that they would 
be easily accomplished. But when I entered ihe halls 
of Congress, I discovered instantly that this body was 
much greater than I had supposed, and I could eflfect 
less than I had contemplated.'^* \ 
His ability was small when compared with a Clay or 
a Webster. No doubt, John Quincy Adams regretted the 
time lost, when he recorded in his diary the discussion 
of the Treasury Note Bill was taken up **next by two 
hours of vulgar, coarse and silly buffoonery from Key- 
nolds.*'^* Undoubtedly, that cultured representative of 
Massachusetts considered many of the western Demo- 
crats as very uncouth both in the m/easures they advo- 
cated and in the manner of their presentation. It was 
not as a member of Congress, however, but as a member 
of the Illinois legislature that he exerted the most in- 
fluence. It seems quite true that although his ability in 
oratory would never have made him famous, yet it was 
a necessary means to his success and a factor of some im- 
portance in his career. 

Although John Eeynolds did not possess the sterling 
qualities which usually mark men as leaders, neverthe- 
less he had many characteristics which the common man 
admires. While many of his ideals were similar to those 
of the common people, he had certain talents which gave 
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him a pre-eminence among them. His personal appear- 
ance marked him as no ordinary man. Dr. Snyder de- 
scribes him thus :'^^ 

^^In stature Governor Eeynolds was full six feet 
high, of stout build, not corpulent, but large-boned 
and muscular, weighing ordinarly about one hun- 
dred and eighty pounds. He was somewhat round 
shouldered, with one shoulder slightly higher than 
the other, and walked deliberately, with downcast 
look, and shambling gait. His face was long, fur- 
rowed, and always smoothly shaved, and in repose 
had a benevolent and reverential expression. His 
forehead was high, but not broad; his nose straight 
and well shaped, his eyes blueish-gray and his hair 
when young, dark brown. He was always gentle- 
manly in appearance and apparel, with modest but 
ungraceful manners.'' 
Although he courted popularity he did not gain it at 
the loss of dignity. Governor Ford says,^' **He never 
descended to masquerading in linsey hunting shirt and 
coon-skin cap to gain the rabble's favor; but invariably 
dressed in well made black clothing of fine texture; with 
well polished shoes, immaculate white shirt front and 
high silk hat." His polished exterior undoubtedly in- 
spired a confidence among his associates. Men were 
flattered and pleased by the friendly attentions of one 
who appeared worthy of confidence and respect. 

It was not only by his personal appearance that h% 
gained respect. He seemed to have the ability also to 
make what he knew appear to the best advantage. To 
be sure John Eeynolds was not uneducated and yet there 
are wide variations as to the estimates of the extent of 
his learning. Linder, in his **Eemimscences of the Early 
Bench and Bar of Illinois,"" says that he was well ao- 
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quainted with John Beynolds, having first known him as 
early as 1836. He says : 

'* John Eeynolds was somewhat of an odd man and 
feigned to be illiterate, when in truth he was a ripe 
scholar (which I have from the best authority), im- 
derstanding the Greek and Latin perfectly, and be- 
ing familiar with the ancient classics. He had drunk 
deeply of the Pierian spring, and had not allowed 
himself to be intoxicated by shallow draughts. But 
these accomplishments of his he seemed more dis- 
posed to conceal than to blazon forth to the world.*' 
Linder, however, was an early western historian, which 
means that he paints all his pictures in glowing colors. 
Gillespie, who was also a contemporary of John Rey- 
nolds, had likewise received the impression that he was 
an educated man.^* He writes, ^'The Gx)vernor's dislike 
to appear to be educated grew out of the contempt the 
early settlers had for 'book larnin\'' Undoubtedly these 
mien received the impression that he disliked to appear 
educated from his language. Governor Ford writes af 
John Eeynolds f ' 

*'He had passed his life on the frontiers among a 
frontier people; he had learned all the bye- words, 
catch words, old saying and figures of speech in- 
vented by vulgar ingenuity and common among a 
backwoods people ; to these he had added a copious 
supply of his own, and had diligently compounded 
them all into a language i)eculiar to himself, which 
he used on all occasions both public and private.'' 
This peculiarity of language naturally gave men the 
idea that if he were educated it was not apparent from 
his speech. 

John Reynolds has left a description of his education 
in **My Own Times. "^® When a boy his education was 
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very defective. There was no school in the neighbor- 
hood where he lived and that his training might not be 
completely lacking, he went during the winter evenings 
to a neighbor's home where he learned the fundamentals 
of arithmetc." He was seventeen years old when a 
school was established in their district, and even then it 
was very uncertain in character because of the scarcity 
of teachers. At that time he could attend only on wet 
days and in the winter season. During the years 1806 
and 1807 he was more fortunate and studied land survey- 
ing, navigation, reading, spelling and writing in a semi- 
nary northeast of Belleville, which he characterizes as 
**a good school taught by a competent teacher."®^ It 
was his college career, however, which gave him his 
reputation for learning. In his works he names and ex- 
presses his appreciation of the Latin writers which he 
studied in college. The list of Latin books is composed of 
a Latin grammar, Corderi, Selectae Profanis, Caesar's 
Commentaries, Ovid's Metamorphosis, Virgil's Georgics 
and the ^neid, Horace and Cicero. He adds that he 
looked over Sallust and many Latin writers. His com- 
ments upon this list of writers is quite as suggestive in 
indicating his appreciation of them as the list itself. 
He says:**' 

*' Caesar's Commentaries on his Gallic wars was 
studied by me, and much admired. Ovid's Meta- 
morphosis was also read attentively. I did not much 
like this author ; although he has considerable genius 
in changing girls into trees and the like. I then 
studied the works of Virgil, and greatly admired 
them. His pastorals are innocent, and as the ladies 
would say, 'sweet.' His Georgics are good. Many 
of the best principles of agriculture are there laid 
down. He is not so wrong in stating that bees will 
generate in the pounded carcass of a young heifer. 
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But it was the **jEnead'' that (I) so much ad- 
mired/' 
This list and his comments do not seem to indicate that 
he was a very thorough Latin scholar. 

John Eeynolds' books do not indicate a large extent 
of training. They show a remarkable attention to minor 
details but no special ability to understand the broader 
significance of the facts. His illustrations and quota- 
tions indicate a remembrance of the most impressive 
scenes of Virgil and a familiarity with Burns and Byron. 
The whole book shows greatest lack or coherence with no 
attempt at logical planning. Although it shows genius 
of a certain order, it is not the work of a cultivated mind. 
Even though John Eeynolds was considered as having 
a college education by his contemporaries, later writers 
have doubted it. Judge Scott says of the college which 
he attended, ^'Eeally it was nothing more than a small 
private school for boys or young men kept by the Eever- 
end Isaac Anderson. ' ' He thinks it is probable that what 
he studied was not more than what is termed a ** common 
school education.'' Dr. Sndyer, who also had a personal 
knowledge of him says:" 

*^He was well informed and knew something of a 
great variety of subjects, but his knowledge of very 
few of them was clear, thorough or comprehensive. 
In his intercourse with the people he feigned ignor- 
ance not for popular effect, as some of his biogra- 
phers assert, but to conceal his real ignorance and 
mask his vanity and self esteem." 
It seems whatever John Eeynolds' education was, his 
familiar manner and peculiarities of speech gave the im- 
pression of an uncouth man. Although Gillespie and 
Linder believed he was educated, they received from 
what they believed was ** feigned ignorance" the impres- 
sion of an ** unlearned m!an." John Eeynolds' writing 
is not the work of a cultivated mind, neither in its liter- 
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ary form nor in its substance. If his Latin may be con- 
sidered as an index to the nature of his college course 
he had probably received hardly more than a high school 
training of today. As he seems to have regarded Latin as 
his specialty this seems a fair test. Why, then, did his 
contemporaries receive such an exaggerated impression 
of his education? The sphere in which John Eeynolds 
chose to miove, it must not be forgotten, was a frontier 
community. There were very few of the mass of people 
of the State who knew Latin, or who were at all familiar 
with references to the classics. To be sure there were 
some exceptions. Ninian Edwards was a man of culture; 
Coles had received an education at William and Mary's 
college ; Elias K. Kane was a graduate of Yale. But the 
clear distinction accorded to these exceptions only serve 
to prove the rule. The common people, deprived of the 
advantages of education, could easily have gained an 
impression of learning even though it might have come 
from a very superficial knowledge. A few Latin phrases 
and illustrations were quite enough to give him a reputa- 
tion for learning among men who did not know a word 
of Latin. But the fact remains that he was better edu- 
cated than most men of his times. What today would 
be **a common education '* would in that time have made 
him a man with ^^some reputation for learning. '* The 
fact that he had attended college out of his own State 
must have been known by his contemporaries and no 
doubt gave him prestige. Thus his education in some 
measure explains his popularity. 

Such a man was John Eeynolds, not a great statesman, 
but rather a true political representative of the people. 
With talents sufficient to give him a slight sui)eriority 
among his associates, with tact enough to make him popu- 
lar among his constituents, he was long their trusted 
representative. With the confidence in his own power 
of a selfmade man, he made manifest how proud he was 
of his own people by the unbounded energy he expended 
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to advance their interests. He was not a great man for 
he failed to see himself in his proper relations to other 
men — ^he was an egotist. Nature had raised him a little 
above the horizon but not sufficiently far to give him the 
broader perspective. His opportunities were not great, 
but such as they were he made the best of them. He was 
the pioneer type of politician best fitted to be popular 
among a pioneer people, a man whose influence waned 
with the changing conditions. 
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CHAPTEE in. 

John Eeynolds' PoLincAii Cabeer. 

The political career of John Eeynolds extended over 
that period in Illinois history when the State was pass- 
ing through the various stages of its frontier develop- 
ment. The frontier, in American history, has gradually 
pushed westward and we have seen that while it had 
merely reached Illinois in 1818 by 1860 it had passed far 
beyond. The influence of John Eeynolds, consequently, 
was expended during that period when there was in 
process of construction the foundation for the *' Empire 
State of the West"; not only that, however, for his long 
career lasted while there arose much of the structure 
itself, as well as the foundation upon which it was 
builded. As Illinois gradually developed, she was drawn 
into closer union with the country as a whole and came 
in touch with national problems. In Illinois as elsewhere 
this was the period of internal improvements, banks, 
tariff and territorial expansion, all of which were gradu- 
ally overshadowed by the more vital questions of slavery 
and states' rights. These were the problems which re- 
ceived John Eeynolds' attention and he, like the other 
statesmen of his time, attempted to find their solution. 
He solved them from the standpoint of a western fron- 
tiersman whose ideals of government were democracy 
and states' rights. He was a man who held firmly to the 
old Jeffersonian principles and as the nationalistic ideals 
gained ascendency, gradually grew less and less influ- 
ential ; but his ardor only grew as his hopes seemed 
farther from realization. His career ended with the close 
of the great civil war, the final settlement of the slavery 
and states' rights questions, issues upon which he had 
expended the most earnest efforts of his life. 
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Illinois politics in a far greater degree than national 
politics depended upon personalities rather than 
issues — ^before the formation of the Whig and Demo- 
cratic parties in the State. Up to the year 1828 there 
were no regular political parties in Illinois.®'^ Person- 
alties and not issues were tibe decisive influences in the 
determination of the results of an election to a political 
office. Governor Ford says of the early history of Illi- 
nois, ''As for principles and measures, with the exception 
of the convention question, there were none to contend 
for. Every election turned upon the fitness and unfit- 
ness, the good and bad qualities of the candidates. ^^'^ 
By 1828 in the presidential election the two opposing 
parties appeared, but in the intervening state elections 
there were no such sharp party lines. It was not until 
1838 that the Whigs and Democrats as such, squarely 
joined issues in both state and national elections. Up to 
that time the Whigs and discontented Democrats worked 
together against the regular Democratic party. 

During this era of personal politics, John Reynolds 
was not a strict party man because there were no hard and 
fast party lines in Ulinois. When he began his career as 
an office holder in 1818, there were in general two groups 
of men pitted against each other.®^ Edwards and Bond 
were leaders. They had undoubtedly made a compromise 
to work together in 1818 to secure the governorship for 
Bond and the senatorship for Edwards. This coalition 
was successful, but temporary. By the following year 
Edwards was supporting Cook for senator, while Bond 
worked for McLean.*' John Reynolds was allied with 
Edwards and Cook in that canvass, but like other men 
of the State, he did not remain consistently with one 
group of men. By the year 1823 he changed his allegiance 
to the Bond party. Already in 1822 when Reynolds was 
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a candidate for the senatorship, Edwards was probably 
none too well suited with the plan, but Eeynolds con- 
sidered him among his f riends.®* There are a number of 
factors which may have influenced John Eeynolds to 
change his political allegiance. He was a supporter of 
Jackson in 1824, while Edwards was probably an Adam's 
man. At least Cook, his son-in-law, and closest associate, 
gave the vote of the State for Adams in that election. 
But more than that Eeynolds was a pro-slavery man. 
His sjrmpathies had been with slavery from early times, 
and he never changed his convictions. As early as 1805, 
when a petition was sent from Illinois to Congress asking 
for the separation of Illinois from Indiana territory and 
the admission of slavery into Illinois, his name was 
among the signers.*® Edwards was not an enthusiastic 
worker in this contest, and probably sympathized at least 
with the anti-slavery.*** 

In the year 1824 Illinois was divided into two hostile 
factions over the slavery question. A heated controversy 
was waged with able men on both sides. Bond, McLean, 
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favored anti-slavery. Cook and Forquer who were consistently his 
followers, were anti-slavery men. In 1824 Mr. Lippincott, a clergyman 
and strong anti-slavery man, wrote to Grovemor Bdwards in reviewing 
the political situation, ''Mr. Lockwood and myself as well as others 
of your friends, think it our duty to prevent if possible a collision 
between different sections and will endeavor to keep you out of view 
in the nomination if we should discover such an opposition as would 
endanger your election — attempts are making in the country and 
perhaps more extensively to persuade the people that you are in 
favor of the introduction of slavery. Every effort will be made by the 
convention party, or rather the leaders of it, to defeat the election 
of one they so much fear." (Washbume, Edwards' Papers, 218.) 
Governor Edwards was considered as a man of strong influence and 
either party would have been glad to have claimed him, but probably 
for personal reasons he withheld his support from both sides. 
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Kaae and Reynolds all joined forces because they all 
favored slavery and believed it would be a material bene- 
fit to the State. Arrayed against them were strong anti- 
slavery leaders, among whom were Coles, Cook, Hooper 
Warren, Lippincott, Peck and Birkbeck, the men who 
were successful in the fight.®^ 

It was by the influence of the convention party leaders 
that John Reynolds was able to secure a seat in the Illi- 
nois legislature in 1826. When elected as representative 
from St. Clair county in that year he was not altogether 
inexperienced as a State official. He was a judge of the 
Illinois Supreme Court from 1818 to 1825, and although 
he was not eminently successful in that capacity, he 
gained through it some reputation in the State. During 
the first four years of his legislative career, John Rey- 
nolds became a very active member of the Illinois Gen- 
eral Assembly. He was influential in proposing and 
securing the passage of some of the most important 
measures of this period. It was he who proposed the 
building of a State penitentiary at Alton. The old whip- 
ping post and pillory were to be abolished as punish- 
ments and imprisonments were to be substituted. His 
proposal was adopted and as Grovemor he became instru- 
mental in the execution of his plan. It was during this 
period that the judiciary was reorganized and the State 
code of laws was revised. John Reynolds was one of 
the members of the committee which engaged in this 
revision, and presented a very thorough and successful 
piece of work, as its long use attested. He took a very 
active part in all of the questions which came up before 
the Legislature for discussion. Perhaps no other name 
appears as often in the journal of the General Assembly 
of these four years as his. By his ability and activity he 
established a reputation sufficiently strong to warrant 
his becoming a candidate for Governor in 1830. 

»i Ford. Hist of Illinois, 54. 
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So far, the measures which he advocated were those of 
his own choice. There were no party platforms or con- 
ventions. He was interested in all forms of development 
of the State. Education received special attention from 
him as did all kinds of public works. The era of many 
factions still existed in 1830, when John Reynolds was a 
candidate for Governor of the State. There were three 
parties, the radical Jackson, the conservative Jackson, 
and the anti-Jackson party.*^ When John Reynolds en- 
tered the gubernatorial contest in 1830, he was a member 
of the second group.®* It was natural for him to join 
with the more moderate forces and it proved to be the 
successful policy. Tp. his campaign he tried and proved 
his power over the* people and was elected to the first 
office of the State. 

So far as John R^eynolds' policy as Governor is con- 
cerned, he probably maintained the same interests which 
he had displayed as a member of the Legislature. His 
messages show the same tact in the selection of issues in- 
teresting to his constituents, varying from' an extensive 
plan for internal improvements to the conflicting sug- 
gestion that taxes should be lowered.** The best known 
event which happened during the four years in which 
he served as Governor and which overshadows less spec- 
tacular occurrences, was the Black Hawk war.*^ No at- 
tempt will be made to give the account of the military 
side of that war. It will be used merely as an event of 
some moment in John Reynolds' political career. 

Although John Reynolds, as chief executive of the 
State, felt responsible for the safety of the citizens, 
nevertheless he began the Black Hawk war only after due 
consideration.^^ A number of petitions were sent to him 
and a delegation visited him, informing him of the danger 

»2Washburne, Edwards* Papers, 430. 

»3 Reynolds, My Own Times, 295. 

»4 Journal of 111. (>en. Assembly, 1830, p. 64; 1832, p. 16. 

»5 Reynolds, My Own Times, 315 et seq. 

»» Stevens, Black Hawk War, 81 et seq. 
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threatening the people of the Eock Eiver valley. Whether 
this danger was the result of the settlers' own action, or 
the Indians were the sole offenders were probably not 
the questions he considered. It was rather how his ad- 
ministration as Governor would be affected by a failure 
of duty as public opinion saw it ; or how he might add the 
glory of a soldier's success to his increasing political 
popularity. When once he had decided to make war he 
pushed forward the campaign with the same determina- 
tion and energy with which he managed a political cam- 
paign. The letter which he wrote to General Clark ex- 
plaining his course is illustrative of his attitude, in its 
many sidedness and diplomacy. For one who may read 
it desiring speedy action, it bears a promise of immediate 
attack ; if a compromise is hoped for, he has a plan where- 
by war is useless; but through it all there runs that ap- 
peal to patriotism which turns the whole into an heroic 
defense, should war be necessary. He says : 

**In order to protect the dtizens of the State, who 
reside near Eock Island from Indian invasion and 
depredation, I have considered it necessary to call 
out a force of the militia of this State of about seven 
hundred strong to remove a band of the Sock In- 
dians, who reside now about Eock Island. ***** 
^'As you act as the General Agent of the United 
States in relation to those Indians, I considered it 
my duty to inform you of the above call on the 
militia, and that, in about fifteen days, a sufficient 
force will appear before those Indians to remove 
them dead or alive over to the west side of the 
Mississippi. But to save all this disagreeable busi- 
ness, perhaps a request from you to them for them 
to remove to the west side of the river would effect 
the object of procuring peace to the citizens of the 
State. 

'* There is no disposition on the part of the people 
of this State to injure those unfortunate deluded 
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savages, if they will let ns alone, but a Gtovernment, 

that does not protect its Citizens deserves not the 

name of a Government."*^ 

This letter is very characteristic in its tendency to 

over emphasize John Eeynolds* part in the contest. He 

wishes to be considered as the hero who performs the 

duty of war with reluctance, which he would gladly see 

settled peacefully; yet if war be what is needed, he 

plainly accepts the responsibility of his office and will act 

at once. 

In the administration of the two different campaigns 
of the war, John Eeynolds played the part of a diplomat 
and a politician, rather than that of a soldier, and yet 
his part was necessary. His chief aim, probably was to 
make matters run smoothly and succeed so grandly that 
all would add to his reputation as a Governor of a great 
State. Did he appeal for too many soldiers, in terms so 
enthusiastic that far more came than were needed? A 
reason may be found for it in his own words, **If I made 
the call on the volunteers and none turned out, I was a 
disgraced Governor .•* Stevens' account of the Black 
Hawk war ably describes the part John Eeynolds took in 
the war, a part for which he was very well fitted.** **The 
age,'' says Stevens, **was one of independence * * * 
and Governor Eeynolds, diplomat that he was, in hand- 
ling western character, was put to the limit of his ability 
and endurance in smoothing over the difficulties which 
were needlessly created by this miserable spirit of inde- 
pendence." He gave this love of independence a chance 
to display itself in permitting the companies to select 
their own officers, which was in accord with his own 
democratic ideas; in the same manner he mingled with 
the soldiers on friendly terms, endeavoring to keep all 
in good spirits and making himself popular. 

07 Greene and Alvord, Gov. Letter Books, I. H. C. IV., 165. 
»« Reynolds, My Own Times, 329. 
»» Stevens, Black Hawk War, 294. 
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Whether the Black Hawk war at this time is considered 
as a credit or a discredit to those who were responsible 
for it, at any rate John Reynolds was willing to take all 
the credit for it. In a moment when his egotism, uncon- 
trolled, led him to forget all criticism' of the war, he wrote 
of it, *^And I may say, in an humble manner, as ^Eneas 
said, in narrating the sacking of Troy, to queen Dido, 
* a great part of which I was. ^ * '^®* Although he was criti- 
cized during the war he readily forgot all of that in his 
remembrance of the commendations. After the close of 
the war the Senate and House of the Illinois General 
Assembly passed resolutions of commendation on his 
course in the conflict.^®^ This was a fact which he appre- 
ciated most thoroughly, and often repeated themi with 
pride, in his political addresses of later years. With 
his ability to make the most of the situation, the Black 
Hawk war became a fortunate event in his career. This, 
with his former reputation as a soldier in the war of 
1812, gave him a remarkable hold upon the people of a 
frontier state. 

At the close of his career as governor, John Reynolds 
left State politics for a time and entered a career as rep- 
resentative in Congress.^^^ Up to that time, he had not 
been a strict party man. As far as national elections 
were concerned he had always voted the democratic ticket. 
He says,^®* ^^I voted for Jackson first, last and every 
time he was before the people as a candidate,'^ but his 
policies were not always in strict accord with those of 
Jackson. When he was making his canvass before his 
election as congressman in 1834, he advocated a pro- 
tective tariff. He addressed his constituents thus: 
**When it becomes necessary, tariff laws should be en- 
acted, having for their object the protection of manu- 
facturers, as well as to create a revenue.'*^®* This was 

100 Reynolds, My Own Times, 320. 

i<^i Journal of General Assembly, 183. 

102 Journal of House of Representatives, December, 1834. 

108 Reynolds, My Own Times, 253. 

104 Alton Spectator, February 25, 1834. 
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clearly protective tariff but it was an opinion formed on 
very provincial reasoning for he continues : ** A part of 
the tariff i)olicy includes the duty imposed by Congress 
on foreign salt. In this our State is deeply interested. 
Should the duty be reduced, the manufacture of salt in 
Illinois would be abandoned. And on the other hand, 
should the duty be increased, the price in proportion 
would be enhanced, both of these extremes would injure 
the people, and should be avoided.*' When John 
Reynolds became a member of Congress, coming in touch 
with Calhoun and Jackson, his opinion was; radically 
changed.*®' When the tariff was under discussion in 1841, 
he expressed a desire to **add a small drop more to the 
bucket of free trade.'' He had come to feel that the 
protective system was not only **a direct violation of the 
principles of equity and of equal right," but it was also 
*4n direct violation" of the interests of southern Illinois 
which was distinctly a farming and grazing community. 
He was strongly opposed to the West paying what ho 
termed a tribute to enrich the mianufacturers of New 
England. Thus he had readily fallen into line with the 
democratic free-trade sentiment and found it beneficial 
to his own section. 

As far as the question of banks was concerned, John 
Reynolds had no change to make in his policy. He had 
always opposed state banks. As early as 1821 when the 
bill authorizing the old state bank was brought before the 
judge and governor who formed the council of revision, 
he cast his vote in opposition to the bank.^^^ When in 
Congress he voted consistently with the democrats 
against the banks. 

If there was one question which seemed of more vital 
interest to the westerner than any other, it was that of 
internal improvements. It was the one problem which 
confronted them daily in their actual experience. The 

106 Cong. Globe, 27 Cong. Second Session, p. 34. 
io« Reynolds, My Own Times, 224. 
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want of transportation was the greatest need of Illinois 
during this whole period. The pioneers of Kansas had to 
cope with the drought, those of the Dakotas with the 
cold winters. The Illinois farmer had no climatic diffi- 
culties to meet; his problem was rather how to get his 
crops marketed after he had raised them. As a westerner 
and a representative who had the best interests of his 
constituents at heart, John Reynolds realized the needs 
of the State. The recommendations he made to the legis- 
lature in his messages as Governor are largely composed 
of a discussion of internal improvements. He recom- 
mended the building of roads and bridges, the improve- 
ment of rivers, the construction of the Illinois-Michigan 
canal and the Chicago harbor."^ At that time he be- 
lieved that '*the authority of Congress to make appropri- 
ations for works of internal improvement has been gen- 
erally recognized as a salutary principle of government, 
derived from a sound construction of the constitution.^*' 
Internal improvement at government expense finally be- 
came a strong plank in the Whig platform and lost favor 
with the democrats. On account of this, probably, such 
men as Governor Duncan and Casey came to support 
Whig measures. John Reynolds, however, remained a 
staunch democrat and vented his enthusiasm while in 
Congress on the Cumberland Road, which drew support 
from both parties.^®* 

Even on the Cumberland Road issue, his speeches show 
a changed attitude toward the construction of public 
works at national expense. He believed that Congress 
had power to establish military or post-roads wherever 
or however it saw fit ; but he believed that even in regard 
to the location of the Cumberland Road the individual 
state had the right to decide. The speech which he made 
as early as 1836 indicates how deeply imbeded in his 

107 Journal of Hlinois General Assembly, 1832, p. 21. 

108 Journal of 8th Gen. Assembly of Hlinois, 21. 

109 Gales & Seaton's Register of Debates; Gong. Globe, V., 8p., 175; 
Ibid., V. 8p., 181. 
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mind was the old states^ rights theory. He found that 
even in the location of this road it served his purpose 
and he brought it forward. He said: **The State has 
assumed the principles and doctrines of states* rights, 
which I consider are constitutional and correct, and such 
as can be maintained and demonstrated on a proper ex- 
position of the constitution of our government. '^^^^ 
Since the constitution gave, in his opinion, '*no power to 
Congress to force on a state such improvements as are 
contemplated by this national road,** he believed that 
Congress should make the road only as the state decided. 
John Reynolds favored the Alton route for this road and 
found in this principle a means whereby he hoped to 
secure what he believed was best. He saw in the grow- 
ing power of the national government something to be 
feared and was ready to join with his party against it. 
Thus upon these three important issues, John Reynolds 
fell directly into line with his party even when it mieant 
change in his principles. He prided himself in the fact 
that he was a member of the democratic party which was 
founded upon the ideals of Jefferson. As a loyal party 
man he supported the Independent Treasury Bill and the 
Van Buren Administration in spite of their unpopular- 
ity."^ 

John Reynolds had another of the earmarks of a 
typical democrat— he was an expansionist. As early as 
1833 he showed his interest in the '* Oregon question,** 
as one of the speakers in the ** Oregon meeting** which 
was held in Alton in that year."^ His ideas in regard to 
Mexico were the most radical. He favored the Mexican 
War and to express his commendations of the course tho 
United States followed, he offered a resolution in the 
Illinois Assembly to that effect."' In 1846 he proposed 
**that the United States have possession of Oregon to 

110 Gales & Seaton's Reg. of Debates in Cong., 1837, 1131. 

111 niinois State Register, July 3, 1840. 

112 Alton Tel. and Dem. Rev., June 24, 1843. 
ii« Journal of 111. Gen. Assem., 38. 
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Latitude of forty-nine degrees north of California and 
of Mexico on both sides of the Eio Grande. ' ' By the year 
1858, John Eeynolds proposed even going farther to add 
territory to our nation. Then he wrote : ' ' We must have 
Cuba, and we are forced to have Mexico/' This was the 
period when Mexico was involved in foreign complica- 
tions and he believed that it was the duty of the United 
States to uphold the Monroe Doctrine, and *'as the trus- 
tees of liberty" to annex Mexico.^^* He argued that if 
the United States failed 'Ho protect and sustain" Mexico, 
she would fall a prey either to France or England. Not 
much foresight seems to have been given in these policies 
as to what might be the results of their execution, and 
yet he was probably fully convinced that they were the 
very best policies. 

Eeynolds had other special interests which were very 
characteristic, if they were more local in character. 
Gillespie says, ''The Governor was never without a 
hobby." At times it was securing bounty lands for sol- 
diers, or again the election by vive voce. In the latter 
principle his democratic ideals came out strongly. The 
election of officers of an assembly by vive voce was a 
favorite theme and he proposed it both in the Illinois 
Legislature and in Congress.^^° He believed it was due 
to the people that were represented "to spread on tht 
journals" the votes of their representatives in all elec- 
tions. While the people in voting should have the right 
to exercise that power without any responsibility, "ex- 
cept to their own consciences and to the Supreme Being," 
according to his view, nevertheless "the situation of the 
representative is quite different from his elector." If 
a representative failed to voice the sentiments of his 
constituents, he "violated not only the form but the sub- 
stance of our representative system of government." 
John Reynolds was such a firm believer in democracy 

114 John Reynolds, An Address, 1858. 
lie Cong. Globe, 26th Cong., Vol. VIII., 71. 
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that he even carried the principle further in some of his 
^^hobbies.^^® He even advocated ^*that the cadets grad- 
uated at said institution,'' meaning West Point, *^ shall 
have no preference over other citizens in the appoint- 
ments of the United States army/' 

Such were the measures in which John Reynolds was 
miost interested while a member of Congress. He served 
his district as congressman for seven years from 1834 
to 1837,^" and again from 1839 to 1843."^ By the close 
of his congressional career his influence over the voters 
of the State seemed to be waning. In 1843 he was de- 
feated in the election by Robert Smith, a typical '^mia- 
chine politician.^^^ He had been absent from the State 
during a large part of his service in Congress, and was 
growing out of touch with the people, who were gradually 
changing in character. He was elected as a member of 
the Illinois Legislature in 1846 and again in 1852, but 
his political power seemed broken. During the years 
1852 to 1854 he was honored by being selected speaker 
of the House. This ends his long career as an oflSce 
holder. As late as 1858 he was a candidate, but it was 
for State Superintendent of Schools and he was unsuc- 
cessful.'"* 

The last fifteen years of Reynolds' life, although his 
*^sun had long since passed its noon," were years of ac- 
tivity. His convictions on the slavery question were far 
too strong and of too long a standing to permit him to 
remain silent in the great controversy. Already in the 
year 1854, when he was speaker of the House, Snyder's 
resolution commending Douglas' support of the Kansas- 
Nebraska bill was voted upon and John Reynolds cast his 
vote in favor of the resolution.^^^ Following events made 
a difference in his attitude as it did in that of many 
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others and he became a radical opponent of Douglas and 
his policy/" 

John Eeynolds, as has been shown, had long been a 
states ' right man. He seldom made a speech in which he 
failed to emphasize the great diflference between the 
Federalist and Eepublican parties. ''The Federalist 
party,'' he insisted, *' decided that the government pos- 
sessed the power to do anything that might be considered 
to promote the general welfare of the people. The other 
party assmned no snch power, and decided that the gen- 
eral government was limited in its action to a few simple 
national objects, and the balance of power retained to 
the states or the people/^^ He believed that the Repnbli- 
can principles had triumphed in the election of Jeffer- 
son, failing' to see the strong centralizing influence of 
Judge Marshall's decisions or the Republicans' own 
tendency towards ^4oose construction" when once they 
were in control. Although he was jealous of the power 
of the federal government, nevertheless he had a strong 
love of the Union. In 1832 he did not sympathize with 
South Carolina, but on the contrary emphasized in his 
annual message, *^A11 this national happiness is effected 
by the legitimate union of the states. * * *No dangerous 
doctrine of nullification, tending to dismember this happy 
confederacy, ought and I hope in God, will be sustained 
at all hazards.""* Even in 1855, when the slavery ques- 
tion was fast forging ahead of all other issues he feared 
it as a danger to the Union. The opposition of the exe- 
cution of the laws of the United States were equally in- 
judicious and treasonable, in his opinion, whether it 
appeared in the north or in the south."'^ ^^This subject,'' 
he said, referring to slavery, *'has always engendered 
bitter feelings among the people and has a tendency to 
array one section of the Union against the other. • * • 
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The public agitation of the subject of slavery and parti- 
cularly in the halls of Congress, should be avoided as 
much as possible.^^^ This was the policy to which John 
Eeynolds clung until it was useless. When he realized 
that the time had come for decision and no amount of 
remonstrances could silence the agitation he joined zeal- 
ously in the conflict. 

By the year 1858 John Eeynolds had become fully alive 
to the situation. He probably expended the most earnest 
efforts of his life during the next two years. When his 
role as peacemaker failed, with his natural stubborn 
tenacity it only spurred him on to increased effort. When 
the break in the Democratic party camie John Reynolds 
remained with the branch which continued to support 
Buchanan's administration. They were the branch who 
considered themselves as conservative and their policy 
as the '*safe and sane** one. Douglas received a full 
share of his hatred, as upon him was laid the blame for 
the division in the Democratic ranks. So vigorous were 
the attacks which he made upon the Douglas faction that 
he becamte a real aid to Lincoln in his campaign, although 
their policies were contradictory. It was with reluctance 
that Reynolds saw the hope of a united Democratic party 
fade into an impossibility as he presented the ^* Political 
Olive Branch" as his final plea. It was the last hope he 
had for saving the Union, a united Dem^ocratic party at 
the ballot box. He had long clung to the hope that the Re- 
publicans could not succeed, and although he deeply felt 
what he thought were the just complaints of the pro- 
slavery party he pacifically pleads, **We, my friends, 
who love the Union, ought not to resort in the first in- 
stance, to secession and war for relief.**"^ Not in the 
first instance did John Reynolds resort to disunion, but 
when the crisis came his sympathy was with the south. 

John Reynolds belonged to that faction who considered 
negroes an inferior race who enjoyed more prosperity 

laeRejmolds, My Own Times, 230. 

i27Re3molds, Anti-Insurrection Speech, December 17, 1869. 



50 

in the hands of a superior class than they could as free- 
men.^ ^® To him they were mere property and he rebelled 
at the idea of the national government interfering with 
property rights. He saw in emancipation of the slaves 
a condition which would be unbearable in the south and 
insisted, **The people can not and they will not, in the 
south withstand such outrages on their constitutional 
rights and property as to liberate 4,000,000 of slaves in 
their midst/ '^^* Thus he strenuously opposed both the 
Republicans and the Douglas Demiocrats. When the 
State convention was held to choose candidates for the 
Charleston convention in I860,"® and Reynolds' party 
found themselves defeated by Douglas they selected op- 
posing candidates. John Reynolds became one of the 
^^Danite delegates,"^ who proposed contesting their seats. 
When the convention met, however, the Douglas delega- 
tion was accepted and John Reynolds, Cook and Dough- 
erty failed to secure recognition. John Reynolds found 
himself no longer a great political leader, his period of 
popularity had passed away. 

Baffled in the hope of actual political control, he turned 
his attention to writing. In *^The Balm of Gilead, An 
Inquiry into the Rights of American Slavery*' appears 
his most radical ideas on slavery. This book is almost 
lacking in his usual pacific tone. Emancipation of the 
slaves came to be synonymous with disunion. The moral 
aspect of the question is quite overwhelmed by an at- 
tempt **to injure and deprive fifteen states of the TJnion 
of their just and legal property, by a band of fanatics.*' 
The agitation of the north seemed to him ''the wild 
shouts" of a population who had ''no interest in the 
emancipation of the slaves.'' "Two publications," he 
writes, "I will mention whose authors deserve the gal- 
lows— 'Uncle Tom's Cabin' and the 'Helper's Book.' '**•• 

128 Reynolds, An Address, December, 1858. 
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To him slavery was the natural order of things in perfect 
accord with the right and the constitution. His attitude 
carried him with the south, against his own State when 
the division came. He became **an unhappy copper- 
head," one of the class who made Lincoln's hard task of 
saving the Union far more difficult than it would other- 
wise have been. 

In 1865 ended the life work of one of the most varied 
careers in Illinois history. The fact that John Eeynolds 
can not be accounted a great man makes his long career 
the more remarkable. He was a man of his own time, 
a leader of that first class of Illinois pioneer farmers 
who came from the south and never forgot their sym- 
pathy for it. He was a man with a genius of a certain 
order and being energetic, ambitious and tenacious of 
purpose, he gained his ideal of success. His keen per- 
ception and tact gave him the ability to analyze the 
needs and wishes of the people and make those needs the 
issues which he advocated. His natural friendliness of 
manner and powers of diplomacy won for him a popular- 
ity among the comtnon people which it was difficult to un- 
dermine. He was not only a man of words, but of action 
as well, and was the real niioving force in gaining many of 
the early improvements of the State. With the changing 
state his influence waned. He was no longer the true 
representative of the people for northern sentiment had 
come to predominate over southern. With the change 
came the transition from personal politics to party lines. 
As politics crystallized into definite parties he joined 
with the Democrats, as representing the old Jeffersonian 
theory of independence of the state and individual. Al- 
though his best enera^y had been expended long before the 
slavery contest, he threw a second strength into the con- 
flict. He was on the losiog side but he believed he had 
remained true to his old ideals of democracy and only 
gave up hope for the Union when those two principles 
seemed incompatible. 
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